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T HE 


PRE FACE. 


7 will appear pretty Org 
from reading theſe Sheets, that 
I have been too well acquainted 
with the Evil complained of here; 
but it it not to be inferred from 
thence, that I baus hft all Senſe 
of Honour and Compaſſion for 
Mankind ; for if T had been one of 
- tboſe forlorn, hardned and aban- 
| doned Mreicbes, that never inten- | 
died to leave off frequenting theſe 
Hoyer, I would not have taken ſo 
os much 
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05 Are. carried away by fahle 


compleated. it; a variſy B 


CY 
much Pains and Trouble to urite 


this Treatiſe ; au T-havd endea- 


woured throughout the whole to fe. 
every thing in a true Light, and 


ai e 4 mich as r poſſible, . 


zhis pernicibut practice of Gaming; 5 


but indeed it muſt be confeſſed itgs : 
710 eaſy. Matter to prevail on Lahe 


M laxims and Practicet of 'a:cor- 
rußpe ez aud f I have beds: 


* often > ck from atremprivig 


70 remedy this Evil. at la N have 


lieue this little, Treatiſe: will e 
of great Service ta Hop and .chberk 


that prodigious Thirſt of. Gaming 


that 4 new, QPrevails.and 2 t 


in 


. % 
WN | | 
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( 
in vogue. And the 7 ntention af. 
this N. ork is particularly and a- 
lone defiened to expoſe, ( and may 


be. applicable to any other Plate or 


Country, where Gaming is pre- 


dominant, and carried on to Ex- 


0%) the Madneſs and Folly of thoſe 


People of Faſhion and Credit, that 


rgfort almoft every Night to the 
| Gaming-Houſes in and about Co- 


God to reclaim only ane ſingle Score 
(out f the Thouſands ), that fre- 


quent theſe Houſes," I fall think "oO 
my Time and Labour well. beftowed.. 
However this I am fare of, that it 


behoves all M. ankind to peruſe this 
7 rauch 2. 1 fncerely pray the great 


13 eternal 


vent-Garden; and if it ſhould pleaſe 


( vii ) 


n Jehovah zo influence all 
Cameſters Hearts towards Fuſtice 
and Goodneſs, and grant that 


bey may earn their Bread by their 


own Induſtry, or live on the pro- 
duce of their own Eftates, then they 


will not be guilty of the Breach of 


 oneof God: 5eſpecial Commandments; 
thou ſhalt not covet, befides other 
enormous Crimes, &c. and juſtiy 
incur Salluſt's too true Charafer 


of the vicious and profiigate Cata- 


line, alieni appetens, ſai profuſas, | 


covetous of other Men's Mealil, 


brand {avi 10 "Rt rheir * een 8 
| | To arent 
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SIR. 5 
Write to you, without any 


row Money) for you have often 
| ſhewed me the dangerous Effects 
of Play, and intreated me to leave 
off Gaming. 
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(2) 


| wholeſome Advice has prevailed 
with me at laſt, and I own I {ee 


my Folly, and am reſolved (by the 
help of God) to open the Eyes of 
all Degrees of Men, infatuated by 
Play, and to prevent (for the fu- 
ture) the Deſtruction of Gentle- 


men, not yet fallen into the Snare, 


and become a Prey to the Vultures. , 


It is well known, that Cuſtoms'or 
Habits of the Mind, contracted in 


our Youth, whether good or bad, £ 
are ſeldom or ever effaced aut gf 
our Memories; for if we obſerye 
a Boy, who has too much Money 
at Command, (by the Indulgence 


his Friends) whether he be at a 


great School in Town, or a private 


one 


— W 7 «a 
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(3) 
one in the Country, once add ited 


to any of the uſual Plays atSchool 


for Money; unlefs that Youth is 
timely corrected, and contrary ru- 
diments well inculeated by the 
| Maſter, to whoſe Care he is 


intruſted, will certainly become 


2 Gameſter, if ever he ſhould ar- 


rive at the Age of Maturity, and 
will follow Gaming, in its gteateſt 


Latitude and fall Extent, Now 


from the Neglect of ſuch Maſters, 


and from the ill and vicious Ha- 


bits of ſuch Youths, joined to a 
covetous "Diſpoſition, do ſpring. 
all the Ill hereafter — in 
this * Nr „1 
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In the firſt Place; theſe Gen- 
tlemen are no ſooner returned 
from one of the Univerſities, freed 
from a troubleſome Clerkſhip of 
five Years to a Lawyer, newly 
come from behind a Counter in 
the City, or returned from an In- 
dia Voyage, (where his Parents, 
Guardians, &c. ſent him in Hopes 
of a Reformation) than they en- 
deavour to create an Acquaintance, 
with Gentlemen, Tradeſmen, Fe. 
of near equal Years with them- 
ſelves, whom they perſuade to 
make a Party at a Play or Aſ- 
ſembly, in the Winter, and in 
Summer, at Revillagh, &c. 


The 


„ 


Dame, ſuch a one, &c. is moved 
T 


(5) 


The Gentlemen they have late- 


ly aſſociated themſelves with, be- 
ing entirely Ignorant of the ſecret 


Inclinations of their new Acquain- 
tance, but pleaſed with the Man- 


ner of their Behaviour, eaſily com- 


ply with any thing in Reaſon, the 
others deſire of them; they agree 


to go to ſome Coffee - Houſe, 


where our young Sparks were well 
known before, (and having a natu- 


ral Inclination for Play, as well as 


of an avaritious Diſpoſition) there 


meets with an impudent Adver- 
tiſement, ſometimes in Engliſh, 
oftner in French, intimating, 


66) 

to ſuch a Place in Covent-Garden, 
&c. Preſently, the ill and uncor- 
rupted Habits of theſe Vouths are 
ſtirred up, and as latent Sparks of 
Fire in the Embers, by the leaſt 
Puff of Wind is ſcattered abroad, 

and ſhew themſelves not to be 
extinguiſhed, ſo do theſe Gentle- 
men now appear in their native 
Colours. They immediately te- 
ſolve to venture a Guinea or Two, 
and preyail with their new Ac- 
_ quaintance to accompany them, 
and ſee the Nature of the Houſe. 
Believing, and being even infor- 
mod, L &s a wn den Game, the 
pnhappy Friends conſent. Our 
Opmaclters are en, and their 

©: | 1 Com- 8 
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Companions likewiſe, all appearing 


all of them Throw or Bett, and 


FP... 


as Gentlemen, they have Succeſs, 


their Friends are pleaſed, though 


unwilling to try their Fortune that 
firſt Night; however they invite 


them all to a Tavern, and their 


regale them, part Good- Friends, 


ſo perhaps retire, each to their re- 


ſpective Habitations, if a Miſtreſs 
of Covent-Garden does not inter- 


vene, or come in the way. Next 
Day the Gentlemen meet again, 
our Gameſters praiſe their Good- 
Fortune, they are now certain of 
winning large Sums, importune 
them ane. to try their Luck, 
they agree to go in the Evening, 


By 1 
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yery likely may win; if ſo, they 

are all elated ; from this time they 
contract a more intimate Acquain- 
tance, and frequent one or the 
other Houſe commonly every 
Night. It is remarkable, and 
worth Obſervation, any ' Perſon 
that once treads upon that inchan- 
ted Floor, ſeldom or ever takes a 
Reſolution to entirely leave it, till 
Fortune leayes him not a Groat. 
There are another Sort of Men, 
who have been long accuſtomed to 
play, and have had various Chanees, 
ſometimes winning, ſometimes lo- 
fing, but their Credit always upon 


the Stretch ; 3 1 you ſhould be! fo. 
unhappy 


(9) 


unhappy as to have any Intimacy 


with one of theſe Men, you are 


ſure to be carried to the infatuated 
Plot of Ground, and there to be 
made as miſerable as themſelves. 


To gain your Conſent, they 
take the Opportunity, (if they find 
you are not naturally deſirous to 
Play) when you are ſomething diſ- 
guiſed in Liquor, or inclined to 
take a chearful Glaſs, by infinua- 
ting to you the great Advantage 
you are certain to reap, if you'll 
have but Conduct and Prudence, 
to come of, when you are on the 
winning Side, which you may ve- 
ul _ do, they will tell youz 


Then : 
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Then he or chey enumerate their 
good Fortune, and promiſe to 
ſtake Money with yours, and that 
he or they will accompany you, 
and ſhew you the Nature of the 
Houſe. He expatiates and enlarges 
much on the Men of Fortune and 
good Company that veſort thither. 
Men of narrow Souls, and of a 
covetous caft of Mind are generally 
taken in this Way; and the old 
| Gameſter is ſure to gain your Con- 
| ſent to accompany'himyif the Pro- 

miſe of all- powerful Gold can in- 
fluence you. But I advife you to 
beware of fuck an one, for ſnould 


you win, he expecꝭs Part of the 
boy JE his Advice and Inſtruc- 
| PEE Hang, - 


( | FI ) 
tion, and prays you to lend him, 
ſo much Money, till ſuch a 
Night, which will never be repaid. 


There is one thing much to be 
wondered at, which is, how a Man 
of Faſhion, or Fortune, can ever 
be . influenced, or wrought upon 
to turn common Gameſter d 
But that is eaſily accounted for, 
(with all due Submiſſion to ſuch 
great Men) by a Perſon who has 
ſeen the Stratagems, and various 
Artifices, made uſe of to impoſe, 


ſeduce, n en 


. en ee ee 
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They proceed in the following | 
Manner, if the Perſon is timorous 
of himſelf, and fearful to game. 


There are a Set of ſeeming- like 
Gentlemen Foreigners, as well as 
Engliſbmen, attending at the Play. 

Houſes, Gaming-Houſes, or Cof- 
fee-Houſes, in and about the Gar- 
den, who are Spies, &c. and live 
only on, and by the Gaming- 
Houſes; they by a dexterous Ad- 
dreſs and polite Behaviour, in 
Time, inſinuate themſelves into | 
good Company, and learn the 
N ames, Habitation, and Fortune 
"of: Young Gentlemen they intend 


to 


. 
to inveigle to play, Sc. An Ac- 
quaintance being once contracted, 
(for Engliſhmendon't expect much 
Ceremony from any Perſon, who 
has but the Appearance of a Gen- 
tleman) they try all Methods to 
find out the Gentleman's Incli- 
nations, and take particular Care 
to ingratiate themſel ves into his of 
their Fayour ; after this, they are 
introduced amongſt a Set of Crea- 
tures, in the Intereſt of theſe Shar- 
; pers, who are every one ſubſeryient 
to them, and at their Devotion, 
till by Degrees they talk of Play, 
and the Benefits accruing thereby, 
and tell how many Hundreds they 
have won on ſuch a Night. Which 
| fires 


(14) 
fires our Young-Gentlemens Blood, 
if their own Diſpofitions did not 
Prompt them thereto; they are all 
Impatience, Nothing contents them 
till they are conducted to one of 
theſe Houſes, ( for there is a Maſ- 
ter of the Ceremonies ſometimes 
required) by their new Priends or 
Acquaintance ; but being once en- 
tered into the deluſive Houſe, ever 
after he or they may be freely ad- 
mitted alone, and would the Con- | 
tagion ſpread no further, and End 
only in the Ruin of him, or them 
ſelves, the Malady would not be 
worth mentioning. But alas it 
ſtops not here! for (after a Series 
a 0 or bad Fortune) they en- 
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courage Gentlemen of the ſame 
Rank and Faſhion with themſelves 
to play, either through a miſtaken 
well-meaning that they might reap 
ſome Benefit, or through a wicked 
and deviliſh Defire to enthral and 
bring Mankind into the ſame Di- 
lemma as themfelves. This is the 
general Introduction to play, and 
there yet ſeems nothing Itl in 
ence, twice, or thrice fatisfying a | 
Gentleman's Curioſity at one of 


theſe Houſes, but I have reafon to 


know, and will appeal to every 
Perſon's Conſcience, that uſes theſe 

Hauſes, ' whether the following 
Evils, ate not certain Conſequences 


and Attendants on cheſe Houſes, : 


Ee. : 


(16) 8 


Sc. beſides the Loſs of the Per- 
ſon's Money, &c. 


It is allowed by all Degrees of 
Men, that Health is the moſt va- 
luable Bleſſing we enjoy on this 
Side the Grave; and if it be ſuch 
a Jewel, what an ineſtimable 
Price is it of? And how. ought 
we to avoid Gaming, which. Oc- 
caſions extreme Fretting, the grea- 
teſt Alterative of a Man's Conſti- 
tution; but from the Sequel it will 
appear, that it is impoſſible for 
any Man, that uſes conſtant 
Play, to enjoy a tolerable State of 
Health, even but for a few Years. 
For the Houſe meets. about Five | 
X o | 


„ - }_ by 
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(17) 
o' Clock in the Evening, and con- 
tinues till the ſame Time next 
Morning,. or longer 3 perhaps a 
Perſon ſtays only till twelve, one, 


or two, or it may be all Night. The 


whole Space of Time a Perſon 
plays, of courſe he is deprived of 
Sleep, and his natural Reſt, and 
may have loſt his Money likewiſe, 
ſo no doubt muſt be not a little 
chagrined; now late fitting up, 
continual Vexation, and Fretting 


at the Loſs of your Money, direct- 


ly tends to deſtroy Health, and 


Are the certain efficient Cauſes of | 


many dangerousand lingering Di- 
ſeaſes, that afterwards ſeize upon 


the 0 Let ſuch a Perſon, 
. the 


0 
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18) 
the next Day after Play, ruminate, 
ponder and conſider with himſelf, 
on the Uncaſineſs, Anxiety and 
Reſtleſſneſs his Mindſuffered, (be- 
ing only ſuch as Reprobates and a 
wicked Conſcience can feel) the 
Number of Hours he was at play, 
by the uncertain and various Suc- 
ceſs of the reſting of the Ball; and 
if he has but Grace enough left to 
confeſs the Truth, he would with 
Tears own, how much he bewails 
himſelf, for the Loſs of his Money, 
Loſs of his Reſt, and miſ-ſpent 
Time. But why ſhould I mention 
the Lok of ſome paring Things | 
only ? For a Gameſter is loſt to 
N Himſelf, to his N to his King; 


' to 


(19) 
to his Country, and in Brief he is 
loſt to every Thing but to Gaming. 
Was this Way of Life to continue 
but for a Week or a Month, the 
Conſtitution might be repaired, 


but it ſeldom terminates ſo ſoon, 


at laſt the Body (by continued IN- 


Succeſs, and the frequent Repeti- | 
tion of theſe Ills that attend the 


Houſe) begins to grow Languid, 
Weak and Faint, and as the Eſ- 
tate and Pocket conſume and waſte, 
ſo does the corporeal Part turn con- 
ſumptive, &c. Theſe are melan- 


holly truths, but they are unde- 


niable Facts, for T have ſcen Per- 


ſons from plentiful Eſtates, (at- 
trading the Houſe ) reduced to 
„ want 
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want common Neceſſaries, and 
looking more like Skeletons than 
Men; and it cannot be expected 
otherwiſe, for a Perſon that con- 

ſtantly turns Night into Day, (the 
moſt pernicious of all things to the 
human Frame) but he muſt in 
Time be deprived even of a health- 
ful and vigorous conſtitution, 
which can never be reſtored, no 


not even by the whole Materia 
Ts edica. 


| News. to Health, the A ef. 
teemed Good is an honeſt, juſt 
andfair Character, an honourable 
Commerce with our Acquaintance, 
Neighbour, aſl: in general the 

SANE whole 


hand fe nd 
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whole World. But a Gameſter is 
not, or cannot be (ſo long as he | 
follows that Courſe of Life) in- 
titled to any of theſe Epithets, 
for after he has ſpent and exhauſted 


his own Wealth and Subſtance, 
he contrives afterwards, how he 


may take in and impoſe upon un- 


wary People, by borrowing „ 
Money ; under the Cover of ſpe- 
cious Pretences, and fair Promiſes, 
perhaps he recruits his Pocket, 


returns to his old Haunt, as the 
Dog does to his Vomit, loſes the 


whole, then invents new Methods 
for Supply of Money, ſucceeds 
again, ventures again, then loſes 
ſo often (for Ill-Fortune comes not 

„ + 008 
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alone) till his Character is expoſed 
and become as ſcandalous as his 
Coat is Thread-bare. I wiſh eve- 
ry Gameſter that follows any Trade 
or Occupation in or about London 
and Weſtminſter, would conſider 
what his Reputation muſt ſuf- 
fer among his' Neighbours and 


Creditors, if ever it is diſco- 


vered he frequents any of theſe 
Houſes, for every body entertains | 
an ill Opinion of a Man chat 
flights his Family, neglects his 
Buſineſs, and ſquanders away his 
Time and Money, amongſt Thieves 
and Sharpers, and there are few | 
or any People that will have Dea- 
| lings with ſuch a Man. But if 

e his 
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his Gaming ſhould never be ſuſ- 
pected, the Conſequences ; may: 
prove as bad to him in the End, 
for by his profuſely ſetting that on 
a Chance, (which had he kept in 
his Pocket, might have anſwered 
his Creditors* Demands) and which 
once loſt, is the certain loſs of Cre- 
dit and Fore-runner of Bankrupt- 
cy, too many of which I am ſure 
are ne by theſe Haufe. 1 


Here is a PIE in a i Sta- 
tion of Life, but by conſtant. IIl- 
Fortune at Play, * ſuch a Man 
N chere 


It is ſo odious in the Eye of the Legiſla- 
ture, that if a Perſon can be proved to have 
loſt4ol. he is excluded the Benefit of being freed 
by the Statute of e 
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there has been, and I knew him) 
he is drove to the greateſt Want, 
and compelled by cruel Neceſlity, 
(brought upon himſelf by his own 
Extravagancy) to heap and accu- 
mulate one Sin upon another, and 
to act the greateſt Villanies for the 
Support of a Wife and Family ( as 
is frequently the Caſe). For what 
Man can behold a virtuous Woman 
ſtruggling with Misfortunes, de- 
| jected, caſt down, and the Tears 
ſtreaming from her Eyes, and who 
from a plentiful Table, ſome few 
Months before, Is reduced WK 
State of meer Beggary, her In- 
fants crying round her for Bread, 
and all of them within an Ace of 
being 


(25) i 
being ſent to the Pariſh- Work- 
houſe, Sc. Then muſt his Heart- 
Strings be ready to break, and he 
may well cry out in the Bitterneſs 
of his Soul, O what a Fool I have 
been]! He meditates with himſelf 
how to ſtave of the impending 
Blow, but ſees no Relief, (for 
Gameſters never relieve, but help 
to devour the diſtreſt) ſo ſuddenly 
Raj 0 to take the Road, or Padd 

; he proceeds on his intended 
Cv and commits a ſucceſsful 
Robbery, then relieves the crying. 
Neceſſities of his Family, with a 


ſmall Portion of his ill-gotten 


Treaſure, drives away to the ill- 
fated Hou e and there loſes or is 


bubbled = 


- 
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bubbled out of his Money. He 
makes a ſecond Attempt on Finch- 
ley, Hounſlow, &c. is detected, 
tryed at the Old Baily, condem- 
ned, ſtrung up at Burn, or by 
great Interceſſion made, perhaps 
tranſported for Life. This com- 
monly is the End of fuch Perſons ; 
therefore beware of bringing ſuch 
heavy Calamities upon your own 
Head. 


I have ſeen a married Man, liv- 
ing not far from the Garden, when 
his laſt Stake was thrown and loſt, 
more like a Devil than a Man, he 
uttered many horrid Imprecations, 


(but not he alone) his Countenance 
„ and 


CW) 
and Features ſtrangely diſtorted, 


his Body trembling, his Spirits ſunk © 


with Vexation and Shame, not ha- 
ving, one Six-Penny-Piece left on 
a Saturday Night to carry home to 


his miſerable Family, who before 


had an hundred Guineas; and may 
be the very Cloaths and Neceſſaries 
of theHouſe pledged to try the Fate 
of that laſt unlucky Night. Pray 


conſider to what Straits this Man 


was reduced, and pleaſe, Sir, to 
form an Idea, if you can, of 


the inward Pangs this Man felt, 0 


(and many others as well as he both 
before and ſince) and the Remorſe 


of Conſcience he muſt undergo, 
for his Barbarity and Robbery com- 
1 mitted 


628) 
mitted to and on his Family: and 
all theſe Ills occaſioned by an a- 
varitious, villainous, ſelfiſh Diſpo- 

ſition, and an uncurbed Will to- 
wards Play in his Youth, &c. 


Young Men that are inclined to 
play, whether they go there of 
their own Accord, are carried by. 
the Inducement of their Acquain- 
tance, or by reading the fore-men- | 
tioned Advertiſement, are guilty 
of the like Errors, may ſuffer the 
ſame Ills, and may come to che 
ſame End as married Men, and 
the Conſequences are as bad to 
their own Perſons, as the others do 
8 . to their Families and 


Po- 
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1 Poſterity; for what indulgent Fa- 
ther or tender Mother, will beſtow 
a dear and favourite Daughter, 
(either among People of Faſhion, 


= in a middling State of Life) on 
Ja noted publick Gameſter, or a 
9 private underhand Player ? Tt 


c ought to be the particular Care of 
every Parent, Guardian, &c. dili- 
gently to enquire into the Character 
of a Gentleman that makes his Ad-. 

dreſſes to a Daughter, and if by an 

Means they can diſcover he is addic- 

ted to ; Play, they had better be- 

4. troth her to an honeſt, induſtrious, 

and virtuous Man, (though depri- | 
ved of the Goods of Fortune, and 

not worth one Shilling) than to a = 
Gameſter. 
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Gameſter, for in the End the Lady 
muſt be miſerable, eſpecially if 
the Lover ſhould prove as my Friend 
did to his Miſtreſs, (whoſe Name 
I forbear to mention) that gamed 
and ſquandered away a plentiful 
Fortune, in and about Covent-Gar- 
den; and after all the baſe and 
mean Methods tryed of Sharpers 
getting Money, had failed him, 
and his Play and Extravagance 
diſcovered, he broke the Young 
Lady's Heart he was contracted 
to, run diſtracted himſelf, and 
was more mad than ever  Hogarth's 
Repreſentation of the Rake chained 
in Bedlam. | 


Even 


ly 
if 


1d 
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Even admit that you ſhould be 


frequently fortunate at Gaming, 


the very winning will be fatal to 
you, for you are thereby encou- 

raged and inſenſibly and impercep- 
tibly led into an idle and extrava- 


gant Way of Life, by keeping 


Company, and beſtowing expen- 
five Treats on Women, if ſingle. 
And if married you live above 
the common Rate of your Station, 
and ſhew an ill Example to your 
Wife and Family; for they ima- 
gine your elegant Family Way of 
Living (if you ſhould let them par- 
take of your Winning) only pro- 


a portionable | to your Income; 


whereas | 


„ 
whereas a few unlucky Nights 
may reduce you to a very low 
Ebb of Fortune, and yours to a 
State of Beggary, for a Gameſter 
can properly call nothing his own. 
It is to -be ſuppoſed, every Man 
ſhould be a Judge of his own pri- 
vate Subſtance, and that he has a 
Right to diſpoſe of it, as he plea- 
ſes, all which is granted But if 
I have ſeen ſeveral Men ride full 

Career over a Precipice, out of 
their own Obſtinacy, and thereby 
break their Necks, it is but Hu- 
mane, Juſt and Honeſt to prevent 
theſe People, that are unacquain- 
ted with ſuch Danger, from en- 
tering on ſuch certain Path, or 

1 2 


* 
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Road, which afſuredly | leads to 


Deſtruction. 


I I intended to ſay Gmething a- 
A the Fair-Sex, but it is to be 


hoped, there are few, or none of 
the Ladies that reſort to the Game 


of Rowlet, unleſs ſome abandoned 


young Strumpet, dreſs d in Men's 


Cloaths along with a young Rake. 
However there may be much 


Gaming i in private among the La- 
dies; therefore I refer them to the 
| foregoing Part of this Treatiſe, to 

conſider what a woeful Condition 
in the End moſt Gameſters are 


reduced to, and what even their 


| very Husbands . may come to, if” 


Ty © | RS: they 
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they frequent theſe Houſes, I en- 
treat the Ladies to uſe their utmoſt 
Influence and Power over their 
Husbands, Brothers or Lovers, to 
avoid and forſake all Gaming, and 
they'll have the Happineſs to enjoy 
both the better Husbands, better 
Friends, better Guardians, and 
the honeſter Gentlemen. 1 think 
theſe Reaſons ſufficient to deter 
Women from fo deſtructive a Ha- 
bit; but yet there are ſome fingu- f 
lar and particular Ill - Effects 
| Gaming has on the Conſtitution; | 

as well as on the Diſpoſition and 
Tempers of the Fair- Sex; ſuch as 
the quick and ſudden. Decay of 


N late fitting up a pee 
of viſh 


. 
viſh chagrined Diſpoſition ( when 
they have loſt) towards their Huſ- 


bands and Acquaintance; nay x 
have heard it confidently affirmed 


by an eminent Doctor and Man- 
Midwife, that fretting at Play, 
and late fitting up at Night, is a 


and a certain Cauſe of Bartel, 5 


(or if any Children, a punychalf- 
begotten Race) the moſt diſagreable 


of all Things to a Woman. And 
it has been before now whiſpeted, 


** N 


great Hinderance of Procreation, . 


that in an Age leſs virious than 
this, there have beet Women that 
have not ſerupled to barter their 
Honour to pay a Play- Debt, or 5 
Debt of Honour, as its called; in 
.» 5 5 | ſhort 
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ſhort, Ladies ought to ſhun play 


as much as Gentlemen, for the one 


may bring Deſtruction upon a Fa- | 
and Diſgrace. 


I don't doubt but the Managers 
and the Sharpers that frequent 
theſe Houſes, and they who live 
on the Spoil and Ruin of thought- 
lef Young - Men, &c. will deem 


and eſteem me, ſome broken, ſcan- 


dalous, and reduced Gameſter, but . 
their Cenſures neither can nor ſhall 
deter and affright me, (eſpecially 
as ſome of theſe very Men, that 
now give a ſanction, ſupport, and 
uphold tacke F were ſome of 

he the 


(„ | 
che very ſame Pefſons, (or at leaſt 
concerned) and Heads of this, or 
theſe Houſes, that at the M aſque- 
rade in the Year 1739, cheated and 
impoſed on ſeveral Noblemen and 


Gentlemen, with fal ſe and loaded 
Dice, &c.) from pointing out the 
Ways and Means to avoid an Exit 
at Tyburn, the fatal Concomitant 
of many a Gameſter ; eſpecially 
as the Legiſlative Power has not 
yet thought proper to enact any 
Law to ſuppreſs theſe Nurſeries and 
Seminaries of Thieves and High- 
way- Men. | 


The very Game of Rowlef, tho! 
| coloured over and gloſſed with the 
| D ; Name 
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with the Ball and Table. 


Submiſſion, and the Honour of 
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Name of fair and equal Chance, 
{and perhaps it i as fair as any o- 
ther Game, there being Sharping 
and Cozening in all Games) yet 
is not ſo of itſelf, for there is, and 
may be Deceit and Art uſed, both 
An In- 
ſtance ofa certain noble Perſonage 
at Tunbridge, ſome, Years ago, 
who was cheated and bubbled. out 
of ſome Hundreds'; tho' in the 
End the noble Perſon detected the 


Villany of it, broke and deſtroyed 
the Table, and intended to have 


taken up and confined one of the 


Managers, as a Vagabond and 
Gambler, | but upon his humble 


/ = * 
. the 
4 . 
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the Noble Perſon bein g Ones 
it lay dormant. 


There I great 8 at this 
Play, by the Advantage of the 
Black and White Bar-Holes, cal- 
culated for the Benefit of the Mo- 
ney-Takers, as well as the Uncer- 


tainty of Winning; and beſides "So? 


certain Loſs in the End. muſt en- 
ſue at this Play, as is evident by 
the large Income, Benefit, and 
Profit that- accrues to the Horſe : 
for it is well known, that for every 
three Throws ( White or Black) 
held in by one Hand, the Box or 
| Houſe is paid One Shilling ; j which 
J have ſeen ten Times held and | 
N fir mis throwed | 
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_  throwed, in One Hour's Time, fo 


that for one Table* only, in One 
Hour's Time, there is a certain 
Gain of Ten Shillings, out of Some- 
body's Pocket, coming totheHouſe. 
Now let any Man conſider the 
ſure Loſs, without the certain Pro- 
fit, and he muſt be worſe than 
Mad, and beyond the Cure of 
Hellebore, that ſeeks an inevitable 
Ruin, and will not refrain from 
theſe All- Devouring-Quick-Sand- 
like Houſes. | 


I wiſh in this Caſe I had the 
Eloquence and Perſwaſion of the 
famous Cicero, to prevail with 

theſe 


There are Two Tables in a Room. 


(Ar | 
theſe Gentlemen already addicted 
to the Houſe, ſeriouſly to confider 
with themſelves, and determine to 
ſhun, avoid, and for ever bid a 
laſt adieu and farewel to it; for 
Goods ſo gotten, are but like Py- 
ramids of Snow, which melt away 
and are of no Duration; and I hope 
thoſe Gentlemen who are not yet 
acquainted with ſuch Houſes, will 
find Things here ſo deſcribed as to 
give them a juſt Idea of this hor- 
rid Place, deſtructive and pernici- 
ous Practice of Gaming, both for 
Soul and Body, and retire as far 
from theſe Receptacles and Neſt of 
Villains, as they would from the 
deadly Sting of a Serpent; for 
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: their Coſt and Sorrow, that Cuſ- 
_ -toms or Habits, (when once con- 
traced) are not cafily overcome and 
ſubdued; As the great Plato ob- 
ſerves, who ſeeing a young Man 


play at Hazard, and who had ſett 


only a ſmall Sum on the Factum- 
Aleæ, reproved him, the Young- 
Man anfwered, what for ſo ſmall 
a Matter? Cus rou, replies Plato, 
is no ſmall Thing. I could enu- 
merate many Inſtances, and men- 


tion the Names of many Gentle- 


men (Noblemen, at private Play, 


1] omit ſpeaking of purpoſely, tho 
there have not been wanting ſeve- 


: * Ae have tarniſhed and, ſullied 
| their 


they will find and experience to 


6043) 


their Honour by Gaming in Pri- 
vate, with and amongſt their E- 
quals; in Truth they have the 
ſame Paſſions as Gentlemen, and 


liable to the ſame Diſturbances and 


Perturbations of the Mind and Bo- 


dy) that have been ruined Vearly 


by theſe Houſes. But as whipping 


a Thief publickly, makes him ne- 


ver the Honeſter, ſo expoſing a 


Man's Name in Print, rather har- 
dens him i in his Iniquity, than re- 


claims from a bad Cuſtom; ho-w- | 


ever it is very neceſſary to inform 
the Publick, that fince the Sup- 


preſſion of Paſſage and 1 ' Ss 


this Game of Rowley-Powley has 


. 
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1 
Men in the Space of Time, than 
ever the other Games did; for one 
Half of the Youth of this famous 
Metropolis, by frequenting theſe 
Houſes, are induced-to pilfer from 
and robtheir Maſters, Friends; &c, 
and a great many others of his 
Majeſty's - Subj eds, which would 
earn their Bread by their Induſtry, 
are brought to Deſtruction by this 
Game of Roulet, and many, and 
moſt of the Failings in Trade, 
have been and are occaſioned by 
this Game; and more Men have 
come to an untimely Death by fol- 
lowing this, and ſome other Games 
bordering upon and very near a- 
kin to it, than by any other Vice 
| There- 


VV 
Therefore I earneſtly. 4105 the 15 


giſlature would pleaſe to take it 


into their great Wiſdom and Con- 
ſideration, and order ſome Clauſe 
in a Bill, entirely to ſuppreſs theſe 
Gaming - Houſes, and all ſorts of 
Games, or in a ſhort Time, our 
Youths ſo renowned form erly, for 
Virtue and Bravery, will be ener- 
vated, loſt and abandoned to all 
Goodnels, Sc. and I am dubious 
if it may not be ſaid in a little 
while, mat, 8 


Humours are Men's Religion, 


And Power their Laws; 
Their Wit Confuſion, 2 
And their Will their Cauſe. 
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